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understanding international law through moot courts genocide torture habeas
corpus chemical weapons and the responsibility to protect consists of five sets of
opposing legal briefs and judge s decisions for five moot court cases held before the
international court of justice and the international criminal court each moot court
brief included in the book addresses contemporary controversies in international
affairs issues ranging from the application of the newly emerging responsibility to
protect r2p doctrine to the torture of detainees to the derogation from international
due process protections these moot court briefs and case judgments help students
formulate legal arguments that will be applicable to other similar cases they also
provide students with excellent sources of international and domestic law as well as
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greater comprehension of topics ranging from jurisdictional disputes to matters of
evidence chapter 1 of the book provides an overview of the book as well as
instructions regarding the construction of a moot court chapter two by george
andreopoulos discusses the interrelationship between human rights and
international criminal law chapters 3 through 7 are the cases the introduction to
each chapter and subsequently each case lays out the facts of the case in question
discusses where applicable issues associated with the material and contextual
elements of the crimes s in question provides additional topics for classroom
discussion and also places the issues of contention between the parties within the
broader context of foreign affairs and international relations after each set of briefs
and legal judgments is an appendix which includes an example moot court as well
as an appendix that includes a set of alterable facts that students and faculty could
adopt to change the general legal argument of the particular case

this new legal research text reflects the reality of modern practice by offering a fully
integrated approach to both print and electronic sources just research provides a
comprehensive introduction that helps first year students develop the skills they will
use throughout their legal careers the text is constructed for maximum effectiveness
teaches the best source for a project whether paper or electronic to more
accurately depict how practicing lawyers are conducting research now emphasizes
electronic research in recognition of its increasing use by attorneys students learn
how to use generic search engines such as google fee based services such as
lexisnexis loislaw versuslaw and westlaw and free services such as findlaow and
government sponsored websites to find relevant materials efficiently uses a
problem based organization that focuses on categories of legal issues rather than
organizing the text around sources in addition to showing students how to research
statutory and common law problems the book teaches how to research
constitutional issues issues governed by court rules and municipal codes and factual
issues provides a complete introduction to the essentials of legal research from
authors who use their extensive experience teaching first year students to focus on
the topics and skills students really need presents extensive step by step illustrations
of how to perform legal research practice pointers throughout the book supply
helpful tips on how practicing attorneys handle their research problems exercises to
help students gain experience on a cd rom included with the book just research
incorporates current educational research on transfer of learning to help students
apply what they learn in one situation to another first the authors identify and
describe the underlying structures for conducting legal research next they show
students how they can use that underlying structure to research problems that
appear to be different on the surface finally the authors make connections for
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students and offer specific instructions about how to use what they learn in practice

as lawyers we must not in hot pursuit of common law outrun common sense the
dread of that eventuality prompted this book uncommon law of learned writing 2 O
promotes common sense in legal language plain language which is commonsensical
broadens access to legal documents thus democratizing the law if democracy is
government of the people by the people and for the people law is the language in
which government interacts with the people it s the language of democracy the
people whose government speaks through law must understand what is said no
democratic society should brook legalese a dense verbose dialect known only to
lawyers what then should society do to redress the lawyer induced obscurity a
shakespearean character had an alarming proposal the first thing we do let s kill all
the lawyers apparently that proposal was not enthusiastically endorsed which
explains why we re still here a milder remedy enrolling lawyers in language classes
has been mooted which explains why this book is in your hands uncommon law of
learned writing 2 O motivates lawyers to prefer plain language to the legalese and
verbosity that have besmirched legal writing for centuries this book is as sweeping
and authoritative a treatment of its subject as you can find anywhere

as lawyers we must not in hot pursuit of common law outrun common sense the
dread of that eventuality prompted this book learned writing promotes common
sense in legal language plain language which is commonsensical broadens access
to legal documents thus democratizing the law if democracy is government of the
people by the people and for the people law is the language in which government
interacts with the people it is the language of democracy the people whose
government speaks through law must understand what is said no democratic
society should brook legalese a dense verbose dialect known only to lawyers what
then should society do to redress the lawyer induced obscurity a shakespearean
character had an alarming proposal the first thing we do let s kill all the lawyers
apparently that proposal was not enthusiastically endorsed which explains why we
re still here a milder remedy enrolling lawyers in language classes has been muted
which explains why this book is in your hands learned writing motivates lawyers to
prefer plain language to the legalese and verbosity that have besmirched legal
writing for centuries this book is as sweeping a treatment of its subject as you can
find anywhere

this accessible paperback earned its success in the classroom by providing a
complete introduction to the techniques and process of writing appellate briefs
presenting class tested materials and ample illustrations that are both accessible
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and teachable emphasizing the process approach to writing beginning with large
scale issues like content and organization moving to smaller scale issues like signals
to the reader and ending on the smallest scale concerns of format and polishing
methods using numerous annotated examples both good and bad of legal writing
from briefs with commentary on the point each example is illustrating including in
the appendices four sample briefs with annotations that identify strengths of the
brief and or why the writer chose a particular technique teaching students how
abstract formulas irac crexac etc can be effective in legal writing by having them
identify whether certain elements have been included in a document and giving
concrete advice on how to use formulas encouraging students to critique their own
work and improve their final product by using the self graded draft the second
edition is strengthened by including format and function information about
dispositive motion memos such as motions to dismiss or for summary judgment
along with a sample motion memo refining the discussion of the use of authority to
help students better understand what a citation means improving the discussion of
crexac to facilitate easier comprehension of how to use formulas to write effectively
adding the concept of user to complement the concept of reader and explaining the
needs of bothgroups supplying more information on identifying a theme for the
argument including tips on citing to web pages and citing to unpublished opinions

this text teaches lawyers how to adjust their writing to accommodate the nonlegal
audience improve legal writing for the lay audience as well as find examples of poor
legal writing common errors why they should be fixed and how to fix them this book
is ideal for practicing lawyers or law students who want their material to be
understood and not ignored

judicial clerkships a practical guide is a comprehensive guide to working as a judicial
clerk the book explains 1 the role and duties of judicial clerks 2 how to adapt the
writing style used in law school classes and journals for use in the judicial clerkship
setting and 3 the form and content of specific documents written by judicial clerks
the book discusses how to write bench memoranda opinion drafts orders findings of
fact and conclusions of law jury instructions and letters and other professional
correspondence in addition to explaining how to write specific documents the book
reviews the fundamentals of good writing research and citation it also features
chapters on how to apply for clerkships the different kinds of clerkships and the
ethical responsibilities of clerks the document specific chapters all include document
review checklists and sample documents the book is a great resource for law
students taking a judicial internship or externship class law school graduates
considering judicial clerkships and current judicial clerks
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this book is for law students and practitioners who want to learn or be reminded of
the fundamentals of legal writing and oral advocacy effective lawyering concisely
describes useful yet often neglected writing techniques the book has pithy
discussions of 1 ways to avoid recurring yet frequently overlooked writing problems
2 sensible approaches to writing common legal documents and 3 methods for
preparing an oral argument in addition it provides the reader with a series of
checklists to turn to when undertaking a writing project or preparing for oral
argument the authors have designed the book for practicing attorneys as well as
law students the book is an ideal supplement for first year and advanced legal
writing courses for upper division skills courses and for students participating in law
journals or moot court programs short and to the point the book s unique check list
approach will help law students and practitioners improve their writing methodically

the dickinson law review publishes materials representing viewpoints on legal issues

of local state and national concern
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